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Introduction 


Shivagange is a hill turned pilgrimage center standing with a height of 4649 feet near Dobbaspet from the 
Bangalore Rural district of India. It enthralls devotees and tourists with the scenic weak and scope for adventure 
activities with rocky terrain that is ideal for trekking. The hill that appears to be in the shape of a Shiva Linga, 
accommodates an under the rock river named Ganga, thus adopting the name Shivagange. The place also houses 
five temples, all spread at different levels of the heights. At the entrance stands a life-size Ganesha statue, fol- 
lowed by Gagadeshwar temple a few steps above. Here a Nandi carved out of a single stone greets the visitors. 
The vast collection of boulders and solid granite rocks found at the place invites the pilgrims and rock climbers 
from different parts of the world. Proceeding ahead, one will find three more temples, Olakal Theerta, Patala 
Gange, and the last located at the top of the hill, the Honammadevi temple. Several theerthas like Agasthya 
theertha, Kanva theertha, Kapila theertha, and Pathala Gange are also found on this hill. The path towards these 
temples is designed with a number of steps carved artificially for pilgrim’s easy movement. 


A shiva statue at the site. 


Name board at the entrance towards Nelamangala, a 
place where Shivagange hill is situated. 
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A stall on the way selling varieties of ivehaine me A temple at the entrance of Shivagange Hill. 
certain beauty accessories. 
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A path that pilgrims take to reach the hilltop. 
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Green bangles, a usual offering to Honammadevi. A framed photo of Honammadevi for sale. 
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Divine History 


Gangadhareswara Temple: 


Legends state that in the mythological period Lord Shiva to stay calm with the showerings of Goddess Ganga 
settled on the mountain, thus forming Gangadheswara temple. This temple interiors are only lit with light from 
earthen lamps as the only source of light. Generally we get ghee from butter but here the things are mysterious. 
The place is believed to house a miracle of turning ghee poured as an offering over the deity statue to butter 

in a minute's time. The mystery behind this phenomenon is yet to be discovered hence continuing as a wonder 
among the people. 


Honammadevi Temple: 


Goddess Honammadevi is believed to have destroyed demon Rakthabeejasura at this site. According to legends, 

the Goddess Honammadevi after the assassin demanded water to quench her thirst from Lord Shiva who guided 
her to Goddess Ganga. Over a heated argument with Goddess Ganga over the same, Goddess Honammadevi in a 
surge of anger burst the base land and made the Ganga water flow from underground. This gave birth to Patala- 


gange. 
Veerabhadra Swami Temple: 


According to the priest Mr. Natraj, who is serving the temple for 20 years, the temple is dedicated to Lord Veera- 
badra Swami, son of Goddess Honammadevi. It is believed that the Goddess has appointed her son to prevent the 
outward flow of river Ganga as it is too powerful to destroy the entire village if gushed out of the mountain. As 
per the tradition followed, devotees here pray to the God Veerabadra and Goddess Ganga for a boon to give birth 
to a healthy baby. 


Patala Ganga: 

The spring that flows from the underground of the hill is called the Patala Gange. This river is 13-kilometer in 
length and 50 feet in depth, with a secret stream flowing from the site to Anthargange, located in the southeast- 
ern part of the Karnataka state. Surprisingly, the water level in the summer season is far higher than the one 
during the rainy season. 


Olakala Theertha: 


Olakala Theertha is popularly known as “Pappa Vimochana Teertha” meaning to wipe off all the human sins. At 
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this point in the Shivagange, the spring flows amidst its rocks, allowing devotees to enjoy the water and dunk 
their hands to free themselves from worldly sins. 


Girigangadheswara Temple: 


This temple is located at the peak of the mountain pillars, the stream which flows under them. The day when the 
holy water is believed to be originated is celebrated as Girijakalyana, marking the confluence of Lord Shiva and 
Goddess Parvathi. 


Sidha Basavana: 


The statue is located at the highest point and the steepest part of the hill. Visitors opines that the view from this 
spot is breathtaking and this compensates for the tough climbing experience. 


Shanthala Point: 


Shanthala’s point is located 500 meters uphill. According to history, it is a belief among the natives that when the 
area was under the rule of Hoysala kings, their Queen Shantahala, wife of King Vishnuvardhana, under the ache 
of not being able to have a baby boy, committed suicide by jumping from the hilltop. Thus identifying the spot as 
Shanthala point. 


Queen Shanthala was a talented Bharatnatyam performer who was equally skillful in handling administrative 
affairs and making sound religious reforms for the kingdom. But her long endured sorrow over not having a son 
to take up the throne after the king, made her take the harsh step. The young queen in her early twenties unable 
to handle this pain sneaked out of the palace one unfortunate night and after offering her prayers at the neigh- 
bouring Honnadevi temple, jumped from the point. Since then this deep gorge has been named as Shanthala 
drop. 
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A large rock though ina titled position, stands steady 
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A route built through tough terrain towards the hilltop. 
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Shivagange in all its beauty. 
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A faraway look of the hill. Side view of the hill. 
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Temple Architecture 


All the statues and carvings found on the walls and the temples of Shivagange were designed during the Hoysala 
reign. The site preserved since the age of Hoysala king Vishnuvardhana was later renovated by King Kempagow- 
da from Vijayanagara Empire. The giant Lord Ganesha statue at the entrance of the pilgrimage symbolizes the 
importance of taking Ganesh’s blessing before marking any auspicious task according to ancient mythology. 


Annadhana, a practice of offering food is a regular practice at Shivagange temples. During festive seasons, it 

is carried out daily on a 24 hours basis. The huge hall where the food is served is named Anna Dhasoha Nilaya, 
located to the south of Harike Ganapathi temple. The authorities claim that there is a secret tunnel that pass- 

es through the mountain which starts from the Gangadheswara temple and reaches the Gavigangadeshwara 
temple in Bangalore. The Mountain seems to come in different shapes from all four angles. A view from the north 
gives the impression that the hill is in the shape of Lord Ganesha, South gives a Nandi shape, East; the shape of 
Shiva Linga, while West unveils a shape of a serpent. Thus exhibiting the architectural supremacy of the site. 


he 


A beautifully finished Shiva statue erected inside the temple premises. 
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A Nandi carved out of a giant rock. Rock carved gateway. 
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Shivagange in all its beauty. A rock-cut pathway. 


D’source 


Digital Learning Environment for Design - www 


Design Resource 


Shivagange Hill - Karnataka 
A Hilltop Pilgrimage 

by 

Prof. Bibhudutta Baral and Srikanth B. 


NID Campus, Bengaluru 


2. Divine F 
3. Temple Architecture 
/ IT mn 


TAI ay 


16 


Pgh as : 


A pattern followed across the temple heights. 


Shivagange temple bears mythological characters 
across the sidewalls, which are believed to the guards 
to the main deity. 
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Wall carvings. 
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Temple courtyard. 


A vast ancient structure built of red bricks. 
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A large pond house inside the holy pilgrimage. 
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Ambiance 


The place witnesses a flow of pilgrims mainly from the state of Tamil Nadu and Karnataka. During every full moon 
day, a holy event called Giripradarshina takes place at Shivagange, where the pilgrims start a procession that 
takes them to all the mountain temples around the town, which ends at the Shivagange. In April, as part of the 
250 days long annual celebration, the devotees pull chariots set with an abode of Lord Gangadhareswara and 
Goddess Honammadevi, to mark the beginning of the festival, celebrated within and around the village. 


co —— 
The captivating ambiance of the place. Look of a hill opposite Shivagange. 
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A cave entrance. The village settlement adjacent to Shivagange hill. 
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Trekking Experience 


Trekking is the main tourist highlight of the place. According to travel guides, if a group or an individual starts 
their journey from Bangalore by 7:30 in the morning and they would reach Dobbespet by 9:00 am. There are 
several travel facilities available in Dobbespet that would help the people reach Shivaganga hills, which is located 
around 8 km from the point. The entrance of Shivagange carved at the left end of the hill welcomes the visitors 
with a giant Lord Ganesh statue, which is called as Harike Ganapathi Devalayam. Proceeding further, one could 
stop at Anna Dhasoha Nilaya for free food service. Trekking towards the hilltop takes the enthusiasts’ number of 
elaborate as well as small temples that can be explored for its traditional structuring. 
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A green spread path paved for pilgrims. Seating arrangements along the trekking footpath. 
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A protected space for vendors set along the way. 
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Rock filled path. Adventurous trek. 
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by gadhareswara temple presents an ancient pavilion built by the Hoysala dynasty which bears elaborate wall carv- 
Prof. Bibhudutta Baral and Srikanth B. ings and pillars. This pavilion takes the visitors to a Nandi statue seated at the gateway. A few step journey, un- 
NID Campus, Bengaluru veils Olakala Theertha, a spot where river Ganga visibly flows above the rocks. Most of the devotees come here to 


wash off their sins. The area near this spot is quite vast compared to others; hence it houses small stalls for quick 
bites and drinks. Reaching almost towards the peak, one could spot Lord Shiva, Goddess Parvathi, and Nandi idol 
from a distance, as they are huge. Hence quite clear even from a view of 500 meters distance. It takes almost two 
hours to complete the journey of reaching the hilltop. A visit to the spot is not advised during the rainy season, 
as the rock terrains turn slippery making the trek even more dangerous. Summers are also too harsh to handle; 
hence, the winter season is ideal for visiting the shrine and experiencing nature's charm. 
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View of the adventurous trekking that pilgrims undertake. 
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The scenic beauty of the place. 


D’source 


Digital Learning Environment for Design - 


Design Resource 

Shivagange Hill - Karnataka 
A Hilltop Pilgrimage 

by 

Prof. Bibhudutta Baral and Srikanth B. 

NID Campus, Bengaluru 


Source: 
https://www.dsource.in/resource/shivagange-hill- 
karnataka/video 


1. Introduction 

2. Divine History 

3. Temple Architecture 
4. Ambiance 

5. Trekking Experience 
6. Panorama 

7. Video 

8. Contact Details 


Video 


Shivagange - Part 1 


Shivagange - Part 2 
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